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Background

Education is a developmental lever for societies and cultures. Through high-quality 
education, thinking minds are prepared, moral souls are built, ambitious visions are shaped, 
and major narratives explaining the past, present, and future are preserved. It nourishes nations 
on their path toward progress and prosperity, and supplies them with qualified competencies to 
drive the wheels of social, scientific, and economic development. This has not been the concern 
of modern science alone, but, as the annals of history show, rivalry and dominance vacillated 
among civilizations and cultures that competed to reach the sources of power attained through 
two complementary fields: Morals and Science.

Education has, over the centuries, gone through waves of progress and regression, 
advancement and decline — succeeding time and again, and failing time and again. The factors 
behind success and failure trace back to multiple key factors that vary by era. In recent 
centuries, education has reached what is known as formal education, and this form has 
achieved remarkable success, particularly in quantitative terms — spreading through cities, 
towns, and rural areas, and largely decreased illiteracy in many countries around the world.

Despite the notable achievements of formal education over recent decades — whether in 
expanding enrollment or reducing illiteracy — it still faces a host of challenges related to its 
effectiveness and the quality of its outcomes. These challenges arise partly from the diverse 
nature of learners in terms of mental abilities, emotional dispositions, inclinations, and 
aspirations. This requires educational institutions to develop more flexible approaches that 
respond to these individual differences.

There is also a continuing need to upgrade teacher competency — not only in terms of 
academic qualification, but also in possessing pedagogical skills and the capacity to engage 
with changing and complex learning environments. Alongside this, certain issues tied to the 
internal structure of the education system — curricula, teaching strategies, assessment 
methods, and classroom management mechanisms — call for periodic review to ensure quality 
and consistency between inputs, processes, and outputs.

Alongside these internal challenges, the education system is affected by rapidly shifting 
external contexts, the most prominent being transformations linked to technological 
advancement and the rise of modern lifestyles. These shifts have generated new pressures on 
education, at times pushing it toward an emphasis on functional and productive dimensions. 
This emphasis has strengthened the link between education and labor-market needs — a link 
that carries positive aspects when employed within a balanced vision, but which may, if the 
functional dimension is allowed to dominate, marginalize education’s deeper cognitive and 
value-based roles.

On another front, the massive expansion in the use of digital technologies, accompanied by an 
intense presence of communication and virtual-interaction media, has contributed to reshaping 
individuals’ patterns of thinking and focus. In this reality, people have become more immersed in 
digital environments, which can affect their capacity for deep reflection and sustained attention. 
This places an even greater responsibility on educational institutions to design learning 
experiences that restore balance, strengthen the presence of a conscious individual capable of 
critically engaging with the realities of the modern age, deepen their understanding of the 
meanings that surround them, contribute to the development of their awareness, and support their 
active contribution to the advancement of civilization.

Among the negative repercussions flowing from this materialistic model and similar trends, 
contemporary education has suffered serious setbacks in its inputs, processes, and outputs. 
International assessments of education — such as TIMSS, PISA, PIRLS, and TALIS — confirm 
a tangible decline in the quality of education systems in many countries, with weak outcomes 
especially in the foundational subjects: reading, mathematics, and science. Some scenarios 
suggest this decline will continue, and may even worsen in coming decades, reaching levels that 
warrant genuine concern.

When we recall the purpose of knowledge in the Arab-Islamic heritage, we recognize the 
ineffectiveness of many neoliberal ideas regarding education and its philosophy. We even affirm 
their danger to education’s noble mission. In our heritage, education is fundamentally about 
achieving servitude to God in its comprehensive sense — through the gateway of pure 
monotheistic devotion to the Almighty Creator, the purification of souls, the refinement of 
character, the cultivation of conduct, and the building of sound, productive, thinking minds — 
leading toward a civilization that realizes true humanity and the elements of human dignity and 
lasting legacy.

On another note, this rich intellectual heritage is replete with diverse educational insights, one 
of the most significant being what is now known as individualized learning. Some mistakenly 
believe this to be a modern educational innovation, but in fact it is quite the opposite — it is “a 
heritage concept par excellence,” since it was the prevailing method in our traditional Islamic 
education. Traditional education was founded on providing instruction tailored in carefully 
measured doses according to the learner’s needs, requests, and aspirations. There was the 
“sheikh,” the “professor/teacher” (ustadh), and the “tutor/educator” (mu’addib), who attended to 
each student’s — or each small group’s — learning needs and designed instruction in ways that 
reflected these individual differences. Instruction also varied depending on a family's ability to 
"finance" their child's education, even though much of traditional education was offered 
voluntarily.

The shortcomings of contemporary education call on us to draw upon this noble form of 
education as a valuable complement and source of enrichment. It may also serve as an alternative 
for those who are unable to access schools or universities for one reason or another, or in situations 
where contemporary education proves ineffective or inadequate in a particular time or place.

Individualized learning in the Arab-Islamic heritage is inspiring — but this does not mean 
simply invoking its traditional models without updating and modernizing them; rather, there is 
a need for “intelligent contemporary modeling” that turns it into an effective educational tool. 
It is thus “an inspirational, revivalist invocation,” not “a nostalgic, ostentatious, formalistic” 
one — it is bringing the inspiring past forward for the future.

In light of the foregoing and related considerations, the Prince Abdul Mohsen Bin Jalawi 
Center for Research and Islamic Studies has resolved to devote the theme of “Individualized 
Learning” to its Thirteenth International Symposium, which aims to serve as a platform for 
objective and in-depth scholarly research on this topic, examining it from educational, 
pedagogical, institutional, legal, technological, cultural, and civilizational perspectives, within 
appropriate and feasible frameworks. The symposium also seeks to provide a context where all 
relevant stakeholders foster cooperation and partnership. The Center welcomes serious, 
in-depth research papers that fall within the symposium’s themes and meet its submission 
requirements. 

Symposium Themes
Theme One: Individualized Learning in the Arab-Islamic Heritage
This theme seeks to explore the dimensions of traditional practice within the concept of 

“individualized learning,” to sketch its general framework, present a narrative of 
individualizing education in our heritage, trace its varied applications across the long centuries, 
and attempt to identify the “governing success factors” of this form of education in the 
Arab-Islamic civilization — including the optimal methods for combining riwāya 
(memorization/transmission) and dirāya (understanding/internalization). It also calls for 
evaluating the effectiveness of contemporary educational practices that have remained faithful 
to this concept, drawing lessons for contemporary education, and formulating practical 
recommendations translatable into reality according to specific enablers.

Theme Two: Analyzing the Literature, Theories, and Pedagogical Models 
Framing the Concept of “Individualized Learning”

This theme aims to explore contemporary educational literature across various languages — 
as found in peer-reviewed journals, specialized books, and reference reports — in order to 
identify the theoretical foundations, methodological approaches, and pedagogical models that 
have framed the concept of “individualized learning” in modern and contemporary educational 
thought. It also seeks to analyze the philosophical, psychological, and pedagogical extensions 
of this concept, and clarify its relationship to related concepts such as personalized learning, 
adaptive learning, differentiated instruction, and self-directed learning — highlighting points of 
convergence and divergence among them. Papers submitted under this theme are expected to 
adopt a critical-analytical approach that goes beyond descriptive presentation toward scholarly 
examination and conceptual interrogation, contributing to building a robust contemporary 
conception of this pedagogical approach and paving the way for sound applied modeling.

Theme Three: Toward a Contemporary Model for Individualized 
Learning

This theme seeks papers that develop models of individualized learning capable of keeping 
pace with contemporary educational, social, cultural, technical, and economic developments. 
This includes proposing an institutional model for individualizing education according to 
programs, curricula, methods, and educational technologies at different levels for diverse 
segments — benefiting both small and large educational institutions, and integrating their 
strengths into a coherent and innovative framework that enhances the efficiency, effectiveness, 
and quality of the educational process and its outcomes. They should also propose models 
suited to the needs and capacities of students from diverse economic backgrounds.

Theme Four: Legal Frameworks, Public Policies, and Institutional 
Governance for Individualized Learning

This theme seeks to examine the regulatory and legal conditions that make “individualized 
learning” a practically implementable educational option, not merely a theoretical notion or a 
broad ethical aspiration. This involves examining where this concept stands within national 
legislations, international conventions, educational policies, and the institutional systems 
governing the teaching-learning process. It also seeks to assess the extent to which laws and 
regulations respond to the requirements of individual differences, the diversity of educational 
pathways, and the learner’s right to an education that takes into account their abilities, 
particularities, and needs — while examining whether existing administrative and governance 
structures genuinely allow for translating this orientation into programs, curricula, evaluation 
mechanisms, funding, and accountability. This also includes addressing the relationship 
between individualized learning and the principles of justice, equity, and equal opportunity, and 
between the requirements of educational freedom on one hand and the necessities of regulation, 
quality, and accreditation on the other — culminating in practical recommendations that help 
build public and institutional policies more aware of the value of this approach and more 
capable of implementing it in reality.

Theme Five: Contemporary National and International Experiences in 
Individualized Learning: Approaches and Comparisons

This theme seeks to move from the general theoretical domain to the field of comparative 
applied experience, by studying contemporary national and international experiences in 
individualized learning, and examining the forms of its implementation in various educational 
institutions, programs, and initiatives — whether in formal, parallel, or alternative education. 
This theme aims to build comparative knowledge that does not merely describe or celebrate 
these experiences, but subjects them to analysis, critique, and scrutiny — in terms of their 
philosophy, mechanisms, results, and conditions for success or failure — and the extent to 
which they can be beneficially applied in Arab and Islamic contexts. It also seeks to clarify the 
diversity of global models in individualized learning, and the cultural, institutional, technical, 

and economic stakes associated with them, while identifying what may be suitable for transfer, 
adaptation, or localization in accordance with the particularities and civilizational references of 
local educational environments.

Research Paper Submission Guidelines
To achieve the objectives of the symposium and ensure that it produces tangible and practical 

outcomes, the conference accepts two types of submissions:

1� ��Peer-reviewed research papers prepared by specialized researchers (either individual or 
jointly authored papers).

2� ��Institutional papers prepared by educational institutions or specialized companies. These 
papers are not required to meet the criteria for peer-reviewed research papers, provided that they 
are prepared according to an acceptable scientific and practical structure.

To ensure the symposium’s objectives are achieved, the Scientific Committee has adopted the 
following set of requirements to guarantee a high degree of methodological rigor and quality in 
the peer-reviewed research papers, which will undergo rigorous scholarly review. The Center 
will publish the accepted papers in a dedicated volume. The requirements are as follows:

1� ��Strict adherence to the conference themes, ensuring that the paper's title, central topic, 
sections, and methodological approach are all aligned with the objectives of the selected 
conference theme.

2���Application of a sound research methodology in preparing the paper, with due consideration 
given to recognized epistemological, methodological, and procedural standards.

3� ��Clear and coherent organization of the paper into appropriate sections and headings that 
reflect the research objectives and adopted methodological approach. Each paper should include 
an abstract of 400–500 words and six keywords.

4� ��Comprehensive engagement with the relevant scholarly literature, presented through a 
rigorous analytical and critical review that clearly identifies the original scholarly contribution 
the paper seeks to make.

5� ��Collection and rigorous analysis of rich empirical data, using appropriate qualitative, 
quantitative, or mixed-methods approaches, in accordance with a suitable methodological 
framework.

6���Present the research findings in a rigorous scientific manner, avoiding emotional language, 
exaggeration, or overstatement in their presentation, description, or interpretation.

7���Ensure that all evidence and supporting arguments are properly documented in accordance 
with recognized academic standards.

8���Formulate precise recommendations that emerge directly from the research findings, avoiding 
broad or generic recommendations that could be made without conducting scientific research.

9� ��Write in clear and accurate Standard Arabic, observing correct grammar, spelling, and 
punctuation.

10���The research paper should be between 7,000 and 12,000 words in length.

11���Observe the highest standards of academic integrity in citing sources and references, with 
particular emphasis on authoritative and high-quality literature relevant to the research topic.

12� �� The paper must not have been previously published or presented at any scientific 
conference or academic event.

13���Avoid the use of non-Arabic terminology except where strictly necessary. Any such terms 
should be explained in a footnote upon their first occurrence.

14���Avoid forcing textual evidence to support arguments that are only remotely related to it, 
and clearly explain the relevance of every cited text.

15���Include a complete bibliography at the end of the paper, with all sources and references 
arranged alphabetically.

16� ��In footnote citations, list the author's given name before the family name when citing 
texts. In the bibliography, however, list the family name before the given name.

17� ��Footnote references should include full publication details, namely: the author's given 
name followed by the family name, the title of the book, edition number, publisher, place of 
publication, year of publication, volume (where applicable), and page number. If no edition 
number is available, use "n. ed."; if no publication date is available, use "n.d."

18���The main text should be typed in 16-point Traditional Arabic font, while footnotes should 
be in 14-point Traditional Arabic. Margins should be 2.5 cm on all four sides, and the paper 
should be no fewer than 15 pages in length.

19.� ��Authors are required to make any revisions requested by the peer-review committee 
within the specified timeframe.

20���Authors must submit an abstract of no more than two pages, outlining the research topic, 
objectives, main sections, and its relevance to the symposium themes. The proposal should be 
submitted by email to symposium@jalawicenter.com within the specified deadline, using the 
form available at the following link:

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1svH_GGKJ6ueh7IgXPR3jio4z_mAeublR/edit?usp=sh
aring&ouid=115636856130104386422&rtpof=true&sd=true

Attachments Required with the Abstract
To be attached (no abstract will be considered unless the author completes all 

requirements):

•�A brief academic CV (one page).

•�Mobile phone number (WhatsApp, if available).

•�A copy of the passport.

•�A copy of the national ID.

•�A personal photo with a white background.

•�Completion of the additional form (to be downloaded from the link, filled out, and 
attached to the email).

Abstract submission form:

Abstract Submission Form (Google Docs)

Additional required form:

Additional Form (Google Docs)

Important Dates

�������������
��������� ­��������  ��������������
������­� ������

�

�����������������

�
��	��	���������������
���	��
���������������

������

������������������������������������������

Registration link  : https://colloques-esef.uiz.ac.ma/evenement/la-13eme-edition-du-colloque-internation 


